
J:!ortland, .Maine

(~rom 1900 to Deoember 20, 1950)

list of the names of those early Members and Donors, is an
AOC01Ult Book, in whioh are reoorded the oontributions or pa~~lents

Boston, }frass., aIlll1is valuable, inasmuc h as it gives us the name~
Iof workers of that period. 1

Such n8lIl6S as - Baranowich, Yarchowsky, Margowsky,

Pepper, Klein ann Drw~r make no impres sion, ~~atso6ver, on the

1 am informed that .l:l"athan.lJrvJ:emand Isaac Santosky

probably were two of the organizers of the Un!ted Hebrew

U;harities in the 1Eigb'teen-nineties, J: and that Hatihan Dru.k:er
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ii he recalls that in the year 1905 - th e year in which he I
II I
II married - he already had become active in the organization.. i

~ I
11 It is interesting to note that Mr. Benjamin l!'ireman is the only· ,

III 1living resident or Portland, Maine, w ho bas, continuously, been II

iI a cti ve in the ~bari ties - from before 1905. to da te. .[ fervent-I

'III lJ pray tha t the Almighty will grant him ma~7; more years of
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IGharities existence, is the Certificate of Organization, whereby I
thE};United Hebrew Charities was incorporated "To gratuitously aia I
and h&lp the poor and the suffering with money, fooa. clothing !
and fuel, and to do anything and everything that relates to 81ms-!

giving and charity." I am turning ov ar, to the a.rchives of Th6'I
i

Jevnsh ~amily Services, the original Oertificate of IncorporationJ
I

Ii
n the Incorporators, and he is listed as "01erk."
t!
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icul ty in making a live lihood, and the relief committees, as they I

II able amount of' assistance. Mr• .tt~irema.nrecalls that, in 1917 t,.
Ii
11 through the kind efforts of liiss :Lill ian Josselaon, who \IIlaS emp-

IIIOyed by the Red (;ross, he had., daliv ared to his store at 97

II IvIidd:le Street. two hundred bags of f1 cur. for distribution to
I!
Ii needy families. Only too well, he recalls how he, together with



II

II

II ::::r:~:~:~r:~r::::::t:::~p::~ea:G~:::~:~.~:~:~.:nd
I
II three flights of stairs (beoa.use top- floor apartments were less

I
I expensive, and the poor oould not afford bettier quarters), to

II deJLivar bags of flour, as well a.s other food stuffs. On many
I,
II
I

by the destitution of their parents. On numerous oocasions, such

as before graduation or Jewish Holidays, Afrs. Bernstein and M.r8.

\Villiam Goodman sent ohildren down to see ~r. LouisE. Weiner, of

Rines Bros., who would outfit them from lhe~d to toe' as nicely

.H1ormore than thirty-five years, 'both Sprintze Bernstein and

Myel"Karlin were the bQok-bpne of the Organization. No heart-

breaking problem was too personal to be unfolded to either. The

needy of our Gommunity had the utmost confidence in these two

sterling souls, aJ:1..d this confidence never was betrayed. NOr was

any problem too difficult to be undertaken by[Sprantzel'orIMyer',

I as they fondly were called; the hour never was too late, nor was

1

'1 everthe weather/too cold for either of them to go out on a. personal
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