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Any history of the United Hebrew Charities must long pre-date this
Organization's formal incorporation, under the Laws of the State of kains,
on Jum 23, 19156, Unfortunately, however, no 'Josephus’ existed at the turn
of the Century to put down, for posterity, a report of the beginnings of ou:r
Organization, and unfortunately, too, with very few exceptians, the founders
agd early workers have all passed oh to their happy reward.

The only tangible evidencé we have, LXREXHKIZEK to give us a list of
names of those early ‘s.iembe;-s and Bonqrs, is an Account Book, in Which& are
recorded the contributions or payments of bues made by them on, or gﬁ%
1905, This book was, of course, written in Jewish, and was in the
possession of relatives of ons, Nathan Druksr. it recently was un-covered,
in Boston, Mass., and is valuable, inasmuch as it give s us the names of
workers of that period.
Prerer., HLEIN

Such names as - Baranowich, Yarchowsky, kiargowsk ;Mand Druker nmake no
impressi on, whaisoever, on the present, younger, gener ation, and in most
cases, bring back only faint memories among the few 'ol d timsrs*‘ who still
are with us today.

L am grateful t?;ﬁ;@fjamin #iremaen and Charles Eosenbégwfor such sparae

‘ancient' information 8s i have had furnished me.

I am informed that Nathan Lruker and isaac santosky probably wsre two

rganlzers of %Xhe Uni ted Hebrew Charities in the o4 | ghteen—nlﬂotles* :-‘
L - the organization‘s
amd that Nathsn ruker probably was one of /if# early Preside nts. Ben,]aznn '

Fireman informs me that when he first arrived in Portland, af the Fyrdh/gf

te= w1902 , he found an active Charities group i n Portland GG R

THAT TIME HAD ’
dprised,of about fifty Jewish families, and he recalls th~ ~atg in the year
1905 - the year in which he married - he already had becoms sotive thereta. oV

15 Ksmm NoTE
T veaes interestbdf(\to teaTnpthat kr. Benjamin #ireman is the only living

resident of Portland, maine, who has been continuously acti v e in the
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workers of that period.
prrper., HLEIN
Such names as - Baranowich, Yarchowsky, kargowsk :g,/;and Druker make no

impressi on, whatsosver, on the present, younger, gener ation, and in most

cases/,bring back only faint memories among the few 'ol d fimers‘ who still

are with us today.

Messes. . ! Loow) S
L am grateful to}?ﬁsnjam1n rireman and Charles Kosenberg for such sparee
'ancient! information as I have had furnished me.

1 am informed that Nathan Lruker and isaac Santosky probably wers two

i of the orgamzers 0T %¥he Uni ted Hebrew Gharlties in the 'Ei ghteen-ninet
the organization‘s i

and that Nathan bruker probably was one of /{f# early Preside nts. Bengmin

Fireman informs me that when he first arrived in Portland, af tde Ahrd/df

) , H AT
b=y w 907 , he found an active Charities group i n }?c)r*lsla.nd,‘“”L"c

THAT TIME HAD
¢omprisediot about £ifty Jewish families, and he recalls thnatﬁ in the year
IN THE oRcM:zm:oJ
1905 - the year in which he married - he 8lready had become active therstn,
1S K NOTE

Tr was interesteal§to Iszznpthat kr. .Bengamln #ireman is the only living

resident of Portland, iuaine, who has been continuocusly actl v e in the

Charities, Wiéli4 - from before 1905 to date.

“1 fervently pray that the Almighty will grant him many, more years of

health and happiness!
The only other early, Written!, evidence we have of the bharlties

existence is the Certificate of Organization, whereby the United Hebrew

Charities ﬁ,ﬁgagiﬁg&ﬁxb}%g was incorporated "To gratuitously ai d and help the

poor and the suffering with money, food, clothing and fuel, and to do

anything end everything that relates to alms-giving and cha ;ityﬁ
M o

G/;m turning ovar _to the archives of The Jewish Family Services, the

original Certificate of incorporation, which was signed on June 15, 1915,

)E}i;‘,ij:;wi 53 %% mﬂ
by the followiné,"}- .Joseph 3. Bernstein, President: kysr Karlln Treasurer:

lLazarus Abrahamson, Max kobinson, Ssmuel kosenberg, S. isaac Santosky and

Ben jamin Press. ©— T

WW@}&/@OQ&.EWOVWM; 'fh\é only living Charter m ember who
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des in BOSuon.
7 HE MC@RF@P’Q PR
‘We learn that Mr. Henry M. saylor acted as Attorney for ?héﬁ f%&s@;grcu;rrd? U

signed, that day, is kir. Benjamin Press, who now res £

Wworkdrsy, and he is listed as "Clerk."
kany of _
/The early Jewish residents of Portland had difficuliy in making a

livelihood, and the relisf committess, as they e xisted fran time to time,

were called on to render a considerabls amount of assistancs. r. Fireman
recalls that, in 1917, through the kind efforts of liss Lillian Josselson,

who was employed by the red Cross, he had,deiiv~— ~ered 1o his stors at

97 kiddle sStreet, two hundred Vaans of %{clour for distribution to needy
families. Only 0o well, he recalls how he, tog ether w;th%yer Karlin,
Sprintze ﬁsrrqtexn Fannie {Ginsburg) Kaplan, a nd several othsrs, whose
names escape him at this time, climbed three fl 1 ghts of stairs (Dbscause
top-floor aparthents wers 1éss expensive, and ¥+ he poor could not afford

better quarters), to deliver bags of flour, as well as other food stuffs.

Un many coccasions these deliveries wers made at late hours of the night, so

that their presence would not be known by the r ecipients, whose pride would

not permit them to make aprlication for assista—nce.
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NOT were the children of our needy families put to sham™e by the
€ such as 7

destitution of their parents. Un numerous oacasionstlabefo re graduation
or Jewish Holidays, krs. Bernstein and ire. william Goodman sent children
down to see lr. Louis E. weiner, of kines sros., who would o utfit them from
‘haad to toe' as nicely as any of the child ren of more afflue nt parents.
kr. James stein, of the James Fruit CGompany, was always read—y to Iurnish
us with fruit and vegetables. kr. hobert uvlenott always ma n aged to have
a $10.00 bill available from a "private" fund. ‘these, and others, always
came %o our assistance without question, or hesitation.

For more than thirty-five years, both Sprintze sernstein and jiyer
Kgrlin were the back=-houns of'the Urganization. &0 heart-bre a king problsm
was tqo personal %o b= un-folded to either. ‘he needy of our vommunity

had the utmost confidence in these two sterling souls, and t his confidence
W eplveirvor dinygstigbted g

_ﬁﬁﬁ never was betrayed. Nor was any problem %00 difficult to befunder- .

taken by Syrantze or kyer, as they fondly were called; the h our never was
too late, nor was the weather ever oo cold for either of th em to go out

on a personal visit, whensver assistance was needed. fhe honor and
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dignity of the United nebrew vharities was the honor ~and dignity which was

given to the Organization by their association with the Gharities.

since L became associated with the Charities, as President, in 1940, I
Privie REvesd,

have mad invaluable assistancs reniireé me by my fel low UOfficsrs -jpSaul
e [
Sheriff Ayer karcus, and, particﬁlarly, by Jesse Rosenberg. in fact, in

W} et

1941, it was because of the practlcally single-handeq?® co llectlonfeffortq

of Jesse kosenberg that $1,600.00 was realxzed Irom the last Annual ﬁall and
thereby
the Gharities €rganization was/enabled to keep on with it$ work that year.

in passing, it should be noted that, years bef ore the inception of our
Yortland Jewish rederation, a joint drive was annually conducted by the United
Hebrew vharities and the Portland Hebrew School, %0 raise their needed funds.
these annual drives, together with the proceed s of the Annusal uharltles
aﬂé\;'\c‘_?ww %%@Mﬂ&&ﬂw gﬂ i’J‘;@A R Al V‘)if-l\.é‘é%/) ;
Ba114 were the principal scurce of our Organization's inccms. Howsver, it
is regrettable to note that, although, when the Fede ration was organiged, all

be given precedance
local agencies were promised that their needs would jfp=he——m= first, out of

®

the proceeds of the Amrual drive, the federation, this year, has reducsd the
allocations ‘of local, as well as other, organizaticns, b y 19%. L hope that

- the functions of the Jewish Family Services will not be impaired by this



Pags8 6.

unfair action on the part of the rederatioN. sk :

iUne of the most pleasant associations the Charities enjoyed, was its
active co-operation with the Social Welfare uvspartment of thse Portland
whapter of the Council of Jewish women. Un several occasions, the Ccharities
furnished funds for unusual medical and hospital services recommended by the
vounecil and, in all instances, the Chariti es £ reguested théﬁ?ﬁViG&'&ﬁd
assistance as ‘*Big sister* to children of f&milies:reéeiving assiétancs. A
most harmonious and pleasant relationship existed between the ‘uvouncil' and

the ‘uharities: at all times. Camt

this most plessant relationship ex isted becausse of the open-hearted-

ness and far vision@of.mrs. Lisrael pernstein and kirs. Lester willis, who co-
operated with the #eombers Qf our pnelief vo mmittes. ‘*his vommittes was
‘chair-ed' more years than i can iecall, 53} $ our iysr karlin. my
association with kyer, for a period of ten years, was most ph&asan}, in spite

of the fact that there were many periods when I visited him in his €'tors, daily,
for two or thresweeks at a sirstch. liyer surrounded himself with others, like
himself, who worked unselfishly and inﬂefatié%bly. The members of his

Ccommi ttes, during these past ten years, were hessrs. William Goodman, Benjamin
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Fireman and Shepard vutler, together with klesdames liendel Silverman, Jacob .

Ruﬁinaky and (scar Tabachnick, with i, myself, as President. This group never
let eithsr snow or raln deter them from a relisf Committesc a l% at any time of

 the day or night. This entire Committes fully earnsd,/ai?JZéZa@&g@ the
highest cofidence of our Community. L must, nots, too, t hat, as a result of
her wonderful Uncle's influence, lirs. felvin G. {Karlin) Fin@,ior ‘Ruthie’, as
we all, lovingly, call her®, organized a group of young lad ies who devoted
several nights a week, for a numbsr of years, to the sewing of ‘layettes’' and
other clothing for our naesedy. '

The U*"HﬁyJﬁfﬁ;;d three other Agencies, in addition to 1its year-round,
direct, relief services. These other Agencises are :- 1). The Gmilos Chasodim,
2). The Eachnosos Orchim Committes, and, 3). The ko‘os Chitim Committee, and I
propose to deal, briefly, with each, hersundsr |

" The Gmiles Chasodim, or rree Loan Committee, appsars to héve had its in-
ception at, or before, the 'turn of the Céntury.’ Howsver , there:are ab- 7
solutely no records prior to April 14, 1926, at which time ws find an entry

in the records of fir. Jacob A. Sapiro, who has besn reasurer of the Gmilos

Chasodim singe 1933 118 records show that, on April 14, 1926, $500.00 was
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deposited as the "Nettis rosenberg Fund.” thereafter, smaller sums were,

from time t0o time, contributed to the Gmil os Chasodim, the last $500.00
donation having been received through the efforts Qf our Judge Louls Bernstein,
from the Estate of iir. Willism Needleman. This rree Loan, as distinct from
The

he

direct relier, was intended to assist in re habilitating our fellow Jews.
applicant was required to sign & Promissory HNote and furnish two endorserse.

average annual loans granted, sinece 1933, approximated 1,200, 00.
Only one aggravating session aprearsd, in ths history of t awgmmap, when

the 1933 Bank Holiday caused this group to lose about 25% of its assets.

HOW@VGr,qin accordance with the practice of the Charities, these losses, as
well as 1o ses resulting from ifhe inabilit y of borrowers to repay their loans,

were always replaced by the Charities.

William Goodman, Abraham Siagel -and Jacob #. Rubinsky, eaeh Bas: served

as Chairman of this Committee, since 1926,

Yoo n :ac Orchinm «o tee |
%\,‘j\{\kﬁ h txﬁr !\‘ \/\l
Vi \ r}
g ’@ Lice s gp gl

The Hachnﬁsos Orchim Commit tee furnished assistance to the wafarer .

@gwmrgﬁns\d\)m@@w%

Particularly during the '30's aﬁd, to a lesser degres in current times, many
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maky elderly men of lsarning were dismissed from their nabbinates, or teaching
positions, and found themsslves unfitted for any other employment. lhany of
these gentlemen, as well as others who could gf find no emp loyment, earned a
msagre livelihood by traveiling from community to communit y, sometimes
dslivering a lecturs or droshe in the Synagogues, and at ot—her times sccept-
ing outright charity. Lt had been the custom -~ from time immemorial = for a
committee of two men - generally Messrs. Hyman Ginsburg, Gimple Lerman, or
David Davidson {Franklin Street), to visit the Congress St reet merchants, and
other individuals, and collect small contributions in a hand kerchief, nevsr
letting ths monsy touch their hands. This money was furt bher increased by

collections in the Synagogues and the entire contents of t he handkerchief

was turned over %o the wayfarer.

‘When these collections bscame almost a Gaily matter, our merchants called

g halt. A more practical arrangement had to be developsd. it finslly was

agreed that the Gharities should give a gratuity to these individuals and, in
some instances, furnish them with food and ledging. no*out-of-fown' Jew,

who appsared on a sriday afternoocn, was per



