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DEDICATION 

1J N GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF THEIR SACRIFICES AND 

COURAGEOUS DEVOTION TO THEIR COUNTRY , THESE FOR­

TIETH ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES AND THIS RECORD THERE­

OF ARE DEDICATED TO THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY 

WHO SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA IN THE WAR WHICH BEGAN ON THE 

DAY OF INFAMY , DECEMBER 7, 1941, AND WAS VICTORI­

OUSLY CONCLUDED WITH THE SURRENDER OF JAPAN ON 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1945 . . . . . . . 

HENRY H. SEGAL 

PRESIDENT 
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GUESTS OF HONOR 

Hon. Horace Hildreth 
Governor of Maine 

Dr. Henry Knowlton 
Chairman City Council 

Dr. Harry Trust 
Presid ent Bangor Th eological Seminar y 

Philip Lown 
President Maine Jewish Council 

John O'Connell, Jr. 
Bangor Dail y News 

Dr. Arthur Hauck 
Presid ent University of Main e 

Felix Ranlett 
Librari an Bangor Public Librar y 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
Free Synagogue, New York 

Horace Estey 
City Manag er 

Roland Carpenter 
Sup erint end ent of Schools 

James White 
Member Bang;or Cit y Council 

Hendrie Burns 
Bangor Dail y Comm ercial 

Dr. Alexander Kohanski 
Executive Dir ect or , Main e Jewish Council 

Rev. T. Pappas 
Greek Orthodo x Church 
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HON. HORACE HILDRETH 
G overno r 

Sta t e of Maine 
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DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 
R abbi 

Free Syn agogue, N ew York C ity 
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THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

COMMITTEE 

HENRY H. SEGAL 

GENERA L CHA IRMAN 

A. M. RUDMAN 

SHIRLEY BERGER 

A. B. FRIEDMAN 

MYER SEGAL 

LA WREN CE SLON 

MRS. SIDNEY SCHIRO 

SIDNEY SCHIRO 

ABRAHAM STERN 

HARRY RABEN 

JOSEPH EMPLE 

MAX KOMINSKY 

MRS. SAM LIEBERMAN 

MRS. LAWRENCE CUTLER 

HIST ORICAL NOTE 

MRS. LAWRENCE SLON 

PUBLI CITY 

SOUVENIR BOOKLET 

MRS. LAWRENCE CUTLER HENRY H. SEGAL 
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PROGRAM of EXERCISES 
A. M. RUDMAN, Chairman 

INVOCATION 
RABBI DA YID BERENT 

Lewiston, Maine 

NA TlONAL ANTHEM 

GREETINGS 
HENRY H. SEGAL, President 

HON. HORACE HILDRETH 
G overnor of the State of Maine 

DEDICATION OF HOLY SCROLL 
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Israel Cutler 

Acceptance : Harvey Leavitt, Pres. Junior Congregation 

Dedication Prayer: Dr. Stephen S. Wise Cantor: Ezekiel Baruch 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 
"Jewish Problems in a Christian World" 

HATIKVOH 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

It is with a feeling of joy and gratification that I join th e Jewish community of Bangor in 
celebrating the fortieth anniversary of its Hebr ew School. I am ind eed privileg ed to be asso­
ciated with a community which holds its Hebrew School as clos e to it s heart as does th e Ban­
gor community. This is as it shou '.d be , for , af.ter all , our very futur e as Jews dep ends upon 
th e mea sur e of importance we attach to our educational institutions. 

As a newcomer to this community , I regret that I cannot share in th e laurels of your past 
achi evements. I am , howeve1·, fully aware of my responsibility to th e pre sent and future gen­
erations of Bangor's Jewish children. I am also awar e of th e fact that I ha ve assum ed this re­
sponsibilit y at a most tragic and crucial period in our histor y; a period which has witn essed 
the destruction of th e great centers of Jewish cultur e in Europ e, th e entir e burd en of keeping 
alive our cultural and religious herit age ha ving been pl aced squar ely upon th e should ers of 
American Jewr y. 

In view of this , our school can no long er be cont ent with a minimum program of Jewish 
studi es. Bath er, we must int ensify our curriculum in ord er to carr y on th e rich cultural tra­
ditions which our martyred br ethr en kept ali ve throu ghout th e ag es. 

Because we can no long er dep end on Europ ean cent ers to suppl y our spiritual lead ers as 
we ha ve, in a larg e mea sure , don e in th e pa st , we mu st mak e our communit y spirituall y self­
sufficient : we must train our own leader s, educators and communal work ers. 

Jewish learnin g has always been associ ated with sacrific e; th e Torah ha s alwa ys bee n rt>­
garded as a burd en; but Jews hav e alwa ys carried this burd en with a love and devotion 
which ha ve merit ed for th em th e honorar y nam e of "Th e Peopl e of th e Book". We must in ­
still within the hearts of our children the same love and devotion , that same willingness to 
carr y th e burden of Jewish learning proudl y and joyfull y. 

Th e succ essful achievement of our new goal s will , mor e than ever, requir e th e whol e­
heart ed coop eration of th e school , th e home, th e syna gogue and community cent er. Be­
caus e of your proud record of th e past fort y years , I feel sur e that thos e of us who ar e ac­
tively engaged in th e field of Jewish education will not be alone in our efforts to meet this 
hi storic al challenge, but that through th e harmonious efforts of th e entir e communit y th e 
Et ernal Light shall be kept burning more brightl y than ever. 

Nath an H . Fish 

Princip a l Bangor Hebrew Sc h oo l 
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Bangor Hebrew School Staff 

Nathan Fish , Princ1pal, Marcia Fish , So l Brown 
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BOARD of DIRECTORS in 1907 

MORRIS GOLDEN 

SECHETAHY 

" MAX COHEN 

" SIMON KOMINSKY 

"MOSES BROWN 

" HYMAN EPSTEIN 

" ISRAEL RATCHKOVSKY 

• DECEASED 

JOSEPH BYER 

PHESlDENT 

PHILIP HILLSON 

THEASUHEH 

" MORRIS ROSEN 

" NA THAN GINSBERG 

e HARRY COHEN 

0 DAVID SNYDER 

ROBERT COOPER 
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THE FOUNDERS 

* Joseph Byer * Philip Hillson 
President Tre asurer 

* Morris Golden Robert Cooper 
Secretary Director 

Sole Survivor of th e Founde rs 

* Deceased 
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Phil Lown 
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GREETINGS 
From , 

Philip W. Lown 
President, Maine Jewish Council 

It is my pleasure and privilege to greet the Bangor Hebrew School on the occasion of 

its fortieth anniversary celebration. It is a celebration in which all Jews of Maine proudly 

join, for the advancement of Jewish education in one community in this state is the concern 

of all of us in the rest of the state. 

The community of Bangor has always been aware of its mutual relationship with the 

other communities in Maine. While it has built its own educational institutions with much 

care and devotion, it has also sought, through its active participation in the Maine Jewish 

Council, to help develop educational facilities in other areas in Maine. The Council's en­

deavors to bring Jewish educartion to the small towns and rural sections in this state and to 

coordinate the educational programs of all our communities, has met with the warm sup­

port of Bangor Jewry. 

On this occasion of your celebration, it is fitting that we all renew our common efforts 

to str eng,then our Jewish educational institutions throughout the state. 

Faithfully yours, 

PHIL W. LOWN 
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Beginne rs Class 
1947~1948 

Third row: Max Allen, Maxwe ll Mill er, , va lter Rosen, Gerald Rolni ck, Arnold Gordon, Mrs. Fish (instru ctor). 
Second row: Jerom e Gotli eb, Michae l Stri ar , Darrell Coop er, Jud y Medw ed. 
Front row (left to right): Steph en Bernst ein , Fred Hartston e, Bernie Alpert, E leanor Hapapurt , Mark Bornst ein , 
No t in pictur e: Donald Silver, Susan Rapaport, Jerom e Fi sher, Eleanor Epst ein , Ruth Singer. 

Billy Cohen. 
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HAR VEY LEA VITT 
Pr es id ent 

Jurn o r Co n gre ga t io n 

1946 - 1947 
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DORA LISS NATHAN LISS 
In wh ose memory the building was given Donor of bu ildin g 
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LISS MEMORIAL BUILDING 
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JEWISH EDUCATION AND THE COMMUNITY 
By ALEXANDEH S. KOHANSKI 

Executiv e Dir ector , Main e Jewish Council 

Our Sages in the Talmud rememb er with great fondn ess the man , Yehoshua ben Camala, who found ed 

the elementary H ebr ew School in ancient Pa lestine. "For, if not for him ," they say, "Torah would hav e 

been forgott en in Isra el." The founders of th e Bangor Hebr ew School will be rememb ered by the present 

generation and by generatio ns to come with equal affection. 

On e may visualiz e the small Jewish commun ity of Ban gor some four or five deca des ago as a pion eer­

ing settl ement , struggling on the up-hill in search of economic security. ·whil e the head of th e famil y was 

pr eoccup ied in hi s dail y toil he could hardl y pay att e ntion to the Jewish upbrin ging of his childr en. Per­

haps he spent som e stra y mom ents in the evenin g or on a we ek-end to instru ct his son in the rudim ents of 

"saying ivri ". If he was a littl e affluent he may hav e engage d a "house rebbe" to pr epare his boy for Bar 

Mit zvah. As in th e days of yore, befor e th e time of Yehoshu a ben Camala, the Jewish upbringing of the 

young genera tion was in par ental hand s. With th e es tabli shm ent of the Hebr ew School, this fun ction be­

came a communit y respon sibility. 

Communal responsibi lit y for Jewish edu ca tion m~ans prim arily that the Jewish upbringing of th e yo un g 

generation mu st be root ed in th e religiou s, cultural and socia l life and needs of our peop le . These are the 

major factors of Jew ish survival ; th ey form th e pra ct ical basis of Jewish edu ca.tion. Th e question is often 

rais ed as to the practi cal value of studying Hebrew, Jewish hi story, lit eratur e or oth er elements of the H e­

br ew Schoo l curri culum. Th e answ er lies in the aim of Jewish edu ca tion, and that is, to relate the child to 

the Jewish group in its histori cal and cont emporary develo pm ent , as well as in its hop es and aspiration s for 

the future. 

As an indi vidual , unr ela ted to Jewish group life, one may find no pra ctical value in Jewish studi es, ex­

cept perh aps as an extension of one' s lib eral edu cation. Thu s, one who is int erested in lan guages may 

also stud y Hebrew as ano ther languag e; one who likes hi story may also become int erested in Jewish hi story , 

and similarly in Jewish lit erature . But then one sees no pra ctical use for th ese subj ec ts in everyda y life. 

On the other hand , Jewish studi es assum e pra ctical mea nin g only in the light of group experience, that is, in 

so far as the indi vidu al identifies him self with hi s gro up and shares in its communal life . 

Th e communit y's res pon sibilit y is, therefo re, to brin g to the fore the gro up deman d for Jewish edu ca ­

tion and to crea te the genera l atmosp here in whi ch it s imp ortance and pra ctical value may be recog nized. 

But here the responsibility do es not end. 

In our own Stat e of Maine, the Maine Jew ish Coun cil has laun ched a pro gram of educat ion with the 

sam e encl in view, nam ely, to deve lop stand ard s and to advance the prin cipl es and needs of Jewish educa­

tion in all the com muniti es in thi s sta te, in lin e with nati onal end eav ors . This pro gram , like that of the Bu ­

reau s in large citi es, is a cooperativ e ent erpri se. All our communiti es ar e to parti cipat e in it with a sense 

of common responsibility for the Jewish upbr inging of our childr en in the sma ll town s as well as in the 

larger citi es in our stat e . If we acce pt th e tenet, whi c h has been force full y brou ght to our a ttention by the 

exigencies of our tim e, tha t Jewish edu ca tion is essenti ally a pro cess of relatin g th e individu al to hi s group 

life, then our communiti es must not isola te their Heb rew Schools an d oth er edu ca tion al institutions within 

their own limit ed confin es. In this respec t, the responsibi lity of the community for Jewish edu ca tion also 

involv es the obligation on its part to join for ces with oth er communiti es for the achievem ent of the com ­

mon goal. 

; 

l 
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Dr. Alexander Kohanski 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 

* JOSEPH BYER 

* MORRIS ROSEN 

0 DECEASE D 

A. B. FRIEDMAN 

MYER MINSKY 

LOUIS RAPAPORT 

MICHAEL PILOT 

MYER SEGAL · 

MORRIS SHAFMASTER 

HENRY PAUL 

GEORGE GINSBERG 
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Hebrew School Orchestra 
1946-1947 

Front Row: Arnold Viner, Jackie Melt zer, Stephen Podolsky, Mich ae l Rolnick, Merrill All en, 
Barry Sp it a ln ick, Milton Silver, Billy Miller 

Back Row: Harvey Leavi tt, Sheldon Hartstone, Murray Leavitt 
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IN MEMORIAM 
0[================== f[!) 

Joseph S. Cooper 

1884~1945 

[!li==================0 

Selfless, devoted servant to the Hebrew 

School and Community. With love and 

affection, he fostered the ideals of the 

Hebrew School through th e years. 
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PROLOGUE 

This is th e story of the Bangor Hebr ew School - of the men who shaped its charact er 
- of the influences which patt erned its destiny - of the spirit whi ch has brought it throu gh 
crises in th e pas,t and which must be trust ed to pr eserv e it in th e futur e. 

This , too, is a tale of Bangoi· Jewry - of its slow , painfu l, but continuous progress cul­
turally , spiritually and civically - for th e dee ds of th e Talmud Torah and its pioneers ha ve 
left th eir impr ess upon th e whol e community and hav e determined , in a broad sense, the 
mann er in which th e Jews of Ban gor shall live for years to come . 

In th e aggrega te, this chronicl e is a true review of the Hebrew School's hop es, stru ggles 
and accomplishm ents. It is not meant to be a distinguish ed historic al contribution nor a de­
tail ed chronological summary of th e fort y years it covers . Instead, by selecting th e more sig­
niBcant and human episodes in our growth, we hop e to pr esent a colorful pag eant of the 
mod est epic which is our history. 

The personaliti es that hav e been int erwo ven are tho se of th e men and women who , by 
general agr eement , have been most responsibl e for the developm ent of th e Talmud Torah and 
whose deeds have become a part of the tradition that is our Hebrew Scho ol. Th ere are 
oth ers too and though th eir nam es are not mention ed, the satisfaction of havin g parti cipated 
in our grow th must be its own reward. 

Th e Bangor H ebr ew School is no one man or woman, but a fusion of all its support ers, 
pas t and pr esent . And on this , th e observance of our forti eth anniversary , the his tory th at fol­
lows is dedicated to the Youth of our communit y, with th e hop e th at it will give a few mo­
ments of p leasa nt readin g and a wa rm glow of prid e in the ins titution that has to do so mu ch 
towar ds buildin g for all of us a bett er, rich er and happi er life. 

Henry H. Sega l, Pr esident 



Medal Winners of Their Respective Classes 
1946-47 

Front row (left to right ): Ruth Sclair , Nanc y Ashmond , Nurith Fi sh, Joann e Kopelow, Beverly Segal , Sybil Mil­
ler. 

Back row: Steph en Podolsky , Mr. Brown, Melvin Gotli eb, Mrs. Fish , Howard Silver, Har vey Leavitt , Jerry Coop er, 
Murra y Leavitt, Sanford Gass, Sand y Podblsky , Mr. Fish. 
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The 

FIRST 40 YEARS 

of the 

BANGOR HEBREW SCHOOL 

A History of It's Growth 

from 1907 to 1947 

By 

MRS. LA WREN CE CUTLER 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 1947--1948 

1-JIENRY H. SEGAL 

PRESIDENT 

DR. JAr:MES H. SIEGEL 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

M ORiHIS LEA VITT 
SECRETARY 

DAVID B'RAIDY 

HARRY COHEN 

JOSEPH EMPLE 

A. B. FRiIEDMAN 

MH'S. SAMUEL GA:SS 

MYErR :NNNSKY 

E. P. KA1PROW 

MAX KOMINSKY 

J\IBHAHM,1 L'IEBERMAN 

P. E. MEDW1£D 
MRS. GEORGE GINSBERG 

GEORGE GINSBERG 
P. E. MEDWED 
HARRY RABEN 

SOL BROWN 

LOU lS HOLNICK 

TREASURER 

JOSE ,PH MINTZ 

HENRY PAUL 

HARRY RA:BEN 

JACK RAPA:PORT 

BEN SCLAIR 

ABHM-IAM STE'IlN 

J\fl"lS. A,BE SILV,ER 

GEORGE SILVER 

J\'lOlUUS SINGER 

MORRY S:PITALNICK 

J\IRS. HENRY H. SEGAL 

MRS. HARRY STERN 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

R. E. BRILL, Chairman 
E. P. KA,PROW ABRAHAM LIEBERMAN 
MYER MINSKY JOSEPH MINTZ 
ABRAHAM STERN J\'lHS. SAMUEL RUDMAN 

STAFF 

NATHAN A. FLSH 
PRINCIPAL 

MARCIA FISH 
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J'!,tstortcal J}iackgrounb 

Thre e basic institutions form th e foundations of an establish ed Jew ish religious com ­
munity wherever in th e world that community may be. Th ese institutions are th e synagogue, 
the burying ground, and th e H eb re w S'chool.1 A study of th e growth of thos e institution s in 
a community would give a fairly good pi ctur e of th e deve lopm ent of th e community as a 
whol e, or conversely, a study of th e community would neces sari iy be largely concerned with 
the deve lopm ent of thos e institutions. 

This eve ning th e Jewis h community of Ban gor is celebrating th e fortieth anniversary of 
the founding of its H ebr ew School. For forty yea rs th ere has bee n a sufficiently cohesive 
group of Jews in Bangor not only to maintain such a school , but also to change th e methods 
and physi cal surroundings of th e school in kee ping with th e deve lopm ents in mod ern educa ­
tional methods as well as in relation to the community 's growth and needs . It is paradoxical , 
perhaps, that while th e H ebr ew School was the last of th e thr ee institutions to be organ ­
ized , it is, of thos e thr ee , th e institntion most likely to ensur e religious survival in succeed ­
ing generations. 

In order to und erstand why th e H ebr ew School was th e last institution establish ed and 
in order better to und erstand its origins .and dev elopm ent , let us bri efly look .into the origins 
and developm ent of th e settlement of Jews of which it is a part. 

Th e first real settlement of Jews in Bangor was formally establish ed on July 20, 1849, 
nea rly one hundr ed years ago. Jews had come to America to live as early as 1654 and the first 
Jewish pernon known to hav e come to Maine settled here shortly after th e Revolution . Th ere 
may well hav e bee n isolat ed ins,tanc es of Jews living in or around Bangor befor e 1849, but 
there were neve r enough to comprise a Jewis h settlement. Th e only source of information ex­
tant toda y concerning the small and short-lived community of a century ago is contained in th e 
minutes of th e Congregation Aha was Achim which was organized on Jul y 20, 1849. Th e 
date , July 20, 1849, marks th e first mee tin g of th e group which called itself th e Congregation 
Aha was Achim -Co ngr ega tion of Broth erly Lov e - and which was duly chartered by th e 
Ci ty of Ban go r. Th e first two meetings of the congr egation were concern ed with making 
plans for the first two essentials of communal livin g - th e synagogue and th e cemetery. Th e 
ce mete ry which was pur chas ed forthwith was locat ed on \Vebster Avenue , th en outside th e 
city limits . At a subsequent mee ting plans were mad e to emplo y a spiritual leader , ev idently 
one of th eir memb ers well versed in religious edu ca tion and trained by an orthodox teach er 
and rabbi. H e was to ac t as teac her , Shoch et,2 Moh el,3 and prayer leader. Thus it is evident 
that though the community was small, provis ,ion was mad e to educate th e young in th e lan ­
gua ge an d religious teac hings of th eir people . 

After Novemb er 2, 1856, th ere are no minut es of th ese first Jews. In this connection 

lTh e Hebr ew words Talmud Torah and Ch ecler are somet imes used int erchanga bly with Hebr ew School. 
2Shochet: a man licensed to kill fowl and ca ttl e accord ing to Jewish law. 
3Moh el: a man licensed and tra ined to perform circumcisions. 
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Article l of th e Co11Stitutiou of Cougr ega tiou Aha was Ac;him is importaut. This provides that 
"the organization cannot be dissolved so long as thre e memb ers remain , and that in the even t 
of dissolution, all prop er ty of the Congregation shall be placed in th e hands of a Congrega­
tion located nea rest to th e City of Bangor , to b e h eld by th em in trust and for safe -keeping , 
until th ere shall again be a Congregation in Bangor. " Th e property of Ahawas Achim was 
accordingly en trust ed sometime after 1856 to th e Congregation Ohabei Shalom in Boston. 

The importance of this first Jewish community insofar as the pr esent Jewis h commun ity 
is concemed is nil. No descendants of the origina l sett lers r emained nor is it likely that any 
eve1· returned to Ban gor to live. It is tru e that th e cemetery which th ey started r emains and 
is still maintain ed and used to a very limit ed degr ee, but for th e most part its origins hav e 
been forgott en and it is generally a·ssumed that the Jew ish community of Ban gor was estab ­
lish ed by th e Jews who cam e to Bangor in th e 70's and remained to form th e nucleus of th e 
pr esent community. Th e hi story of th e first Jew ish community in Bangor is int eresting , how­
ever , because it follows so closely th e patt ern of organi za tion of most Jewish communities iu 
cit ies all over th e world and espec iall y in the United States. It is well to not e, too , that 
though forma l Hebrew education began in Ban gor forty years ago , the first Jewish children 
to learn H ebr ew in Ban gor were taught nearly a century ago. 

CLASSES ABOUT 20 YEARS AGO 

Front row (left tu ri aht ): Arthur Bi"elsuu , Buddy Gass , \~lilliam Coop erstein , J\ll yer Alpert , Melvin Brown , Wil­
liam Salt zman, Sidney Alp ert, Edwin Brown , Alex Silver, Harold Coop erst ein , and Alb ert Rubin. 

Sec ond row: Morris Emp ie, --- Go ld , Max Gass, Sidn ey Ames , Alb ert F reedman , Jea nette Leavitt, Sally 
Hap aport Stri ar , Arnn Bi_gelson, Rob ert Morris , and Phil Goos . 

Third row: Mr. Ab e Segal , Marcia Allen Grodinski , Mr. Simons (teach er), Mildr ed Schwar tz Stern, Mr. Schwartz 
(teac her ), --- Ra chlin , Mr. Myer Minsky , Frances Gas s, iVIr. Loui s Rapaport , Bett y Smith Rolni ck, Mr. 
Joseph Byer, Paulin e Smith , and Mr. Jam es Stri ar. 
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From 1856, th e last elate of an y extant record of th e fir.st German Jewish settlers in Ban ­
gor , until the encl of th e Civil vVar, th ere is no evidence of an y permanent settl ement of Jews 
in th e city . In th e two decad es following th e close of th e war , approximately five fewish 
families who originat ed from east ern Germany mad e th eir permanent hom es in Bangor. 
Th ere were oth er famU es in some of th e towns close by , such as Charl eston, Hayn esvill e, Ells ­
worth , and Newport. Th eir community .in th e clays pr eceding the mass migration of eastern 
Europ ean Jews to th e United Stat es and proportionall y to Bangor , we shall refer to as th e sec ­
ond Jewish community in Bangor , though th e re is actually no definit e terminal dat e of thi s 
communit y since it was merely absorb ed and sup erceded by th e larg er community of east ­
ern Europ ean immigrant s. 

Beth Israel Synagogue 
Home of the Hebrew School frc m 1913- 1920 

In 1874 th ese peopl e und er the leade rship of \fr . Julius \Vat erman resum ed some of tlw 
communit y ac tiviti es of th e Congr egation Aha wa s Achim . Th e Torah and the records of the 
earlier congr egation w ere r-eturned from Boston and from 1874 to 1901 Ahawas Achim func­
tion ed again as the religious organizati on of Bangor 's Jewish community , but services we re 
held only during th e Hol y Days ·each fall. The cemetery establish ed by the earli er group w:1s 
also tak en over by th e second group. No att ern pt wa s ever mad e. how e\·er , to organize a He-
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br ew School. Generall y speaking this second community lacked the religious vitality of the 
.first .group. Th ey were less zealous about maintaining their Jewish religious traditions and ob­
servances. It is quit e likely that whereas the earli er set tlers were extremely orthodox in 
background, these later German Jews wer e people who had long been accustomed to little but 
token observance of religious ceremon y. Many of that second group becam e farther and 
farther removed from their Jewish background and eve ntu ally some of them lost their Jewish 
identity complet ely. Th e fact that no provisions had bee n mad e for the ed ucation of young 
peopl e in Jewish religious back ground was pr i.marily a reflec tion of the thinking of the adult 
group , and was only secondarily a caus e for their lack of survival as Jews. 

During the lat er years especiall y of the period 1874 to 1901, which we hav e loosely 
designat ed as th e period of the second Jewish commun ity, the third and pr esent communit y 
was establishing its roots. Th e Jews from east ern Europ e mad e up the largest and most per-

Bangor Hebrew Schoo l 
1920-1938 

manent settl ement in Bangor and their immigration which began about 1880 rea ched a peak 
between 1890 and 1910. 

Th e back gro und of th e eas tern Eur opean Jew is fa miliar to all of us. Th e political sit­
uation in Europ e, the persec ution , the lack of economi c and politi cal status of Jews, and the 
lack of any prom ise of futur e security, wer e fac tors which con tribut ed heavily to th eir migra­
tion . Th e adjustm ent demanded of this later migration of Jews was mu ch more difficult to 
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make than the adjustment required of their German predecessors since they came from a 
society which was literally centuries behind western Europe and America. Not only was social 
intercourse with Gentiles impossible, but it was also denied the new immigrant by the Jews 
of German extraction who preceded him to America and for the same reasons. The German 
Jews had been accustomed to modern social and economic life and once lan,guage difficul­
ties were overcome they found adjustment to life in America comparatively easy. The Jew 
who came from eastern Europe , on the other hand, had not only language difficulty to mas ­
ter, but also a tremendous psychological adjustment to make to a society which allowed him 
the privileges of £rst class citizenship , the opportunity of achieving economic security with­
in the limits of his ability, and equality of educational opportunity. While the German Jews 
had nothing in common with their eastern Eu'ropean co-religionists socially, it is true that in 
many ways they offered sympathetically and graciously valuable assistance to the newer im­
migrants in their struggles to learn a living. 

In the practice of their religion , th e newer immigrants required more than th e Congr ega­
tion Ahawas Achim had to offer. Their background of living as Jews completely with no op­
portunity to participate in the national life of the countries in which th ey lived had caused 
them to maintain for the most part strictly orthodox lives and had never provided any incen­
tive for changing th e ancient methods of teaching th eir children. As th e number of children 
,in the group increased the probl ems they met in bridging th e gap between .their secular edu­
cation and their religious teaching became more of a community problem. When there were 
few young people each family assumed the responsibility for its children's education in learn­
ing Hebrew and studying the Torah. Elder members of the community were frequently 
available as tea chers. The existing community had no facilities for Hebrew education, as we 
have point ed out, and the newer members of the community of necessity had to provide 
their own. By the end of th e nineteenth century there were enough Jews to support a syna­
gogue which was erected on Center St. The synagogue did not immediately support a pro­
fessional rabbi; th erefore , th e more educated men of the community acted as lay preachers and 
officiated when services wer e ne eded. T,he children continued to be taught Hebrew by private 
teachers until 1906 when th e Beth Israel Synagogu e employ ed a professional rabbi who also 
taught H ebr ew. 

In 1907 the first att empt was made to organiz e a H ebr ew School on a community basis 
and available for all the youngsters in the town. For the first tim e th e Talmud Torah was 
an autonomous insti tution s,eparat e from the synagogu e. Little is known of the details of th e 
circumstances leading up to the founding of the school , but it is likely that by 1907 the numb er 
of young peopl e had grown considerably and privat e instruction was no longer economically 
feasible or exp edient. Permi ssion was granted th e Jewish community by th e city authorities 
to use th e York St. School (now th e \iVard I polling plac e) after the afternoon session for H e­
brew school classes. A man nam ed Koretz was the principal of th e sohoorl and Louis Richard­
son assisted him. The following p ersons compris ·ed th e school board: Jos eph Byer, pr esident; 
Philip Hillson , treasur er; Morris Golden, secretary; Isra el Ratchkovsky , Simon Kaminsky , and 
Robert Cooper. Rob ert Coop er is th e only survivor of those who were ins:h·um ental in organ­
izing the school and who still lives in Bangor. Approximately eight een students were en­
rolled in 1907. Two of th e students were girls. Many of the students are now familiar figur es 
in the Jewish community, oth ers· ar e familiar nam es. Some of th e boys were Jack Berson , 
th e Koritsky boys , Sam Richardson , a Garfinkle boy , Sam Marcus , Louis Wallac e, Max Snyd er, 
th e HiUson boys , Hy Galp ert , Ik e Cohen, Phil Kaminsky, Joe Glazier , Phil Altman , and Dave 
Robinson. 
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Th e salar y of th e principal of th e Talmud Torah was $18 a week; his as,sistant r eceived 
$12. Thes e salari es were the chief expenses of th e school since th e city gene rously loaned 
th e building at no cost to th e community. It is evid ent , howev er , from Mr. Cooper's reminis­
cences that th e community had rough times financiall y. Ev ery Sunday h e, toge th er with Mr. 
Hillson and Mr. H'atchkovsky , mad e a door-to-door can vas collecting mon ey to meet exp enses. 
At first glance such a hand to mouth existence wou ld seem to indi cate p oor planning and or, 
ganization, but it is more likely that th e most important reason for such financing was the in­
abi lit y of 1th e interest ed Jews in thos e days to p ay out any sizabl e amo unt of mon ey at one 
tim e. A practical advantage in collecting mon ey in this fashion was that it undoubt edly main­
tain ed mor e active int erest in th e prog ress of th e schoo l on th e part of all contributors and 
it afford ed t,h e Board an opportunity to keep in close contac t with th e thinking of th e com· 
mun ity. 

Th e following year the school mo ved to a priv a te hous e on Carr St. Th e front part of 
the house wa s used for th e school and the tea ch er lived in th e rear. This arra ngemen t lasted 
until 1913 wh en th e Beth Isra el Syna gogue was comp leted and H ebrew cla sses were held in 
the vestr y of th e synagogue . 

Th e Cheder was th e phas e of Jewish life iu those early years whi ch most nearly appro xi­
mat ed life in Europ e. Since th e school was set up b y men who spent th eir youth s in Europ e 
and whos e knowl edge of teachin g w rus limit ed to th eir own experi ence it is not in the lea.st 
surpris ing that th eir first Ch eder in th eir n ew environm ent shou ld be pat tern ed pr ett y close­
ly af ter th e Europ ean mod el. Th e teachi ng m ethods wer e thos e of th e old countr y as were 
th e teach ers. The H ebrew School was th e in stituti on which clash ed most violent'ly with th e 
American instituti ons wi th which th e young se cond generati on cam e in contac t. To mak e th e 
adjustm ent b etween th eir public school trainin g and their religious edu cation pr esent ed a 
very r eal probl em. It is not uncommon to h ear th e men and wom en who were th e first stu ­
dents in the Cheder r ecall th eir sham e and embarrassm ent at having to go to th e Ta'lmud 
Torah aft er pub lic school w as over beca use th ey found it awkw ard to explain to th eir Gen­
tile classmat es th e program and purpo se of th e Ch eder. Th ey learn ed for th e most p art with ­
out und erstandin g and , th erefor e, th e apparent schi sm betw een their Eur ope an h eritag e and 
,American education and standard of va lues b ecame a cultur e conflict and served to accen ­
tuat e th e distinc tion b etwe en th e J1ewish youth and th eir Gentil e neighbors . Had th ey been 
taught th e purp ose a nd value of such educ ation in relation to th eir educa tion as youn g 
Americans th ey might have had mor e respect for th eir teach ers and b een mor e coop era tive 
stud ents , to say nothin g of being happi er p eop le. Behavior probl ems and lack of dis ciplin e 
were th e bu gaboos of th e first t eachers. Truan cy was common and disapp earances from 
the classroo ms via th e windows wh en th e tea cher's back was turn ed indicat ed th e attitud e 
of th e stud ents toward a method of tea ching th at was anyt hin g but dynamic . Th e anci ent 
laws of the rabbis , th e Ta lmud and the ritual that w ere stressed in th e schoo l not only rep­
resent ed typical medi eval learnin g, but tend ed a lso to str ess th e rigidit y and ort hodox y of 
the life of a pious Jew. Th e youn g stud ents found fr equ ent necess ity to revo1t aga inst thi s 
rigidit y becau se th ey could not br idge th e gap b etwee n th e life and thinkin g repr esent ed b y 
the H ebr ew School and pnblic schoo l and Am erica. Cros·sing th e ocean and settlin g in th e 
United Stat es repr esent ed a ma tt er of a few years in th e lives of th e immigrant par ents of 
th ese childr en, but cen turi es of pro gress in man y ways separated th e eastern Europ ean vil­
lage ·of the late nin eteenth century and Bangor, Main e, in the first two decades of th e tw en-
tieth century. • 
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Th e visit -0f Jacob Schiff to Bangor in 1913 stimulated inter est in th e community to mod­
ernize the Cheder. Mr. Schiff emphasized to the leaders of the community that a mod ern 
Hebrew School was essential, and his suggestion lead to raising enough money that year to 
employ a more progr es,sive teacher. 

This H ebr ew Sohool situation was further impro ved in 1920 wh en th e scho ol moved to 
th e Hebr ew In stitut e Hall on Sta te St. Th e close ph ysica l association with th e s,yna gogue was 
ended and the new school more closely r esembl ed that of a secular institution. Ev en more 
important was the hiring in 1927 of two of the first graduates of th e newly establish ed He­
br ew Teachers Coll ege in Boston. Although in many r esp ects the subject matter remained 
th e same , th ere was improv ement in th e method of pres entation. The teach ers could speak 
English and th ey emp has ize d th e history of the Jewish people as well as their religion and 
customs. 

In 1938 th e Liss Memori al Buildin g was given to th e Jewish community of Ban gor to 
be used as a community center and Hebr ew School. Teaching methods ha ve changed rad­
ically since the early days, and the curriculum has be en mad e much more attra,ctive. Toda y 
the values of American Jewish life are emphasiz ed. Th e stud ents, besid es learning to read 
Hebr ew and to und erstand the cont ent of what th ey r ead, are by their study .of Jewish histor y 
and tradition helped to int erpr et and und erstand many seeming paradoxes which confront 
th em as American Jews. 

For the past ten years the Hebr ew School has conduct ed a Sunday School primarily for 
the purpos e of teachin g Jewish histor y to th e youngsters of th e communit y who are not en­
roll ed in th e Hebr ew School. Last year fifty-four children att end ed Hebrew Sohool and an 
addition al forty-'thr ee were enro lled in Sunday School. 

Id eally childr en begin Talmud Torah at th e age of seven and follow through th e six­
year program. Besides giving each child a reading knowl edge of H ebr ew, th e pro gram in­
clud es the reading and discussion of the Pentat euch and th e early proph ets, and carri es th e 
study of Jewish histor y up to mod ern tim es. Jewish cus'toms, tr aditions and r eligious obser v­
anc es are also an imp ortan t par t of th e curriculum. Not only do th e children learn th e sig­
nificance and routin e of important r eligious services , th ey have th e opportunity actuall y to 
carr y out and parh cipa:te in th e services . Sabb ath services are held every Saturday mornin g 
at the school. Th e memb ers of this Jun ior Con grega tion are Hebr ew School students and it is 
th ey who condu ct th e servic es. An average of forty stud ents participat e week ly. Th e School 
staff in coope ration with rhe Community Cent er sponsors two dramatic club s, one for gra de 
school stud ents and one for junior and senior high school stud ents. Th e Young Jud ea Club 
is also an extra -·curricul ar activity of th e scho ol as is th e Bar Mit zvah Club . 

Beginnin g this yea r two curric ulum chan ges are being inau gura ted . Th e Sunday School 
will be taug ht by th e staff memb ers with no lay assistan ts, and ba sic H ebr ew will be taught 
along with Jewish his'tory. Th e second change in curri culum will be th e Jun ior H ebr ew Hi gh 
School , an additional yea r of study for bo ys an d girls who have passed thirt een yea rs of age. 
This extra year will round out th eir edu cation in H ebr ew and will lead to a diploma . 

TJ1e staff of th e H ebrew School now cons ist s of three persons , th e pri ncipal an d two as­
sistants . Und er th eir abl e guidanc e th e curr iculum is consta ntly b eing improv ed and ex­
pand ed in accord ance wit h advances in education al thinkin g and th e needs and int eres ts of 
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th e community. Th e excellent attendance and en thusi astic particip ation of th e young peopl e 
in th e program of th e H ebr ew School which is, it must be rememb ered, volun tary on bhe 
part of student and par ents , att ests to the fact that th e curricu lum is today tru ly dynamic 
and !'hat it goes far towards satisfy ing th e spiritual ne eds of Jewish youth today . It is grati ­
fying to not e that th e registration for 1947-1948 is th e largest in th e histor y of the institution. 
Th ere are 66 children in th e dai ly class es. Th e b eginn ers ' class has a re gistration of 19 chil­
dr en, an all-time high . With th e Sunda y School and th e regul ar cla sses th ere will b e we ll 
over 100 childr en. 

• 

TO BE CONTINUED 

This is not th e end of the stor y. Mor e will be wr itt en by oth ers who will know th e futu re 
impor tance of th e Bangor Talmud Tora h. Thi s is but the end of a chapter. In an age that 
has made wor ld history , the Ban gor H ebre w School closes it s forti eth year on th e thr eshold 
of an era that is b eyond ordi nary comprehension . Th e war ha s left deep scars . Th e hea l­
ing of th ese scars is th e cha lleng e facing us. 

In thi s criti cal period , w e comp lete our first 40-year cycle with pride in our past and 
hop e in our fu:ture. As a religious institution , we enjoy ever -inc reasing num erica l str ength. 
Th e id ea th at was conc eived forty yea rs ago by a group of far-sighted individuals h as blo s­
som ed into a thr ivin g insti tut ion of mor e than 100 chi ldren . Th e star of th e Bangor H ebrew 
Sch ool burn s brightly in th e firm ament of r eligious institutions. It has ris en above the vicis­
situd es of int ernal stri fe , economic depre ssion and world war to emerge into 1947 in full 
vigor. 
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Hebr ew School Choir 
1946-47 

Fro nt row (left to right ): Barr y Spitalnick , Bobb y Miller, Jackie Meltzer, Sheldon Hartst one, Steph en Podolsk y, 
Michael Holnick. 

Back row: Sybil Mill er , Eve lyn Sd air , Charlott e Bolnick , Mur ray Leav itt , Huth Pels, Mr. F ish, Harvey Leav itt , 
Na ncy Silver , Billy Mill er , Linda Got lieb. 



36 

This pro gram has been made possible through 

the kindness and generosity of friends. 



AS THE TREE IS BENT, 

SO THE TREE SHALL GROW. 

--- PROVERBS 






