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DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COMMUNITY

The first United States’ census in 1790 lists forty-four
persons presumed to be Jewish in the state of Maine.
There is no written verification of that and no knowledge
of an existing Jewish community within the state until
the early 19th century. At that time, large numbers of
Jewish people began to settle here, the first Jewish
community being in Bangor in 1829.

The history of the Southern Maine Jewish community
can be traced to the middle of the 19th century. Joseph
Levy, Edward Laveen, and Bernard Aaronson
were among the first settlers in the 1860’s who helped

establish this corhmunity. By the 1880’s a s'trong
foundation had been created by the thirty or forty
Jewish families in the area.

One hundred years later, Portland’s Jewish community
is vibrant! There are now 1,600 families, or 4,000
people, in the communities of Southern Maine. While
some families can count back four generations of
family life in Portland, many new people are choosing
to establish their roots here now. To those of you who
have helped build and maintain this foundation of
Jewish life, we are deeply grateful. To those of you who
are joining our Jewish community, we welcome you
warmly. Please share what we have and help us grow.
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SCHOOLS AND YOUTH GROUPS

Schools

Free-to-Be
57 Ashmont Street
Portland, Maine 04103
772-1959
Free-to-Be, a cooperative nursery school stressing a Jewish
curriculum, meets five mornings a week and is affiliated with the
Jewish Community Center.

Levey Hebrew Day School
76 Noyes Street
Portland, Maine 04103
774-7676
The Levey Hebrew Day School is a fully-certified day school
offering an integrated Hebrew and secular program with an
individualized and innovative curriculum. A full-day pre-kinder-
garten program is available. The school spans pre-kindergarten
through grade five.

Portland Community Hebrew School
400 Deering Avenue
76 Noyes Street
Portland, Maine 04103
774-2649

The Portland Community Hebrew School is a weekday afternoon
and Sunday school, created and supported by the Jewish
Federation-Community Council of Southern Maine. The school
provides an elementary-level Jewish education for children ages
six through twelve. It provides a foundation in the religion,
history, and culture of the Jewish people.

Youth Groups

Shaarey Tphiloh Synagogue 773-0693
Junior National Council of Synagogue Youth
Ages 8-12

National Council of Synagogue Youth

Ages 13-17

Temple Beth El 774-2649
Junior United Synagogue Youth

Grades 7-8

United Synagogue Youth

Grades 9-12
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ORGANIZATIONS

AMIT Women

AMIT Women, formerly the American Mizrachi Women, is the
major women'’s religious Zionist organization in the United States.
AMIT Women sponsor an extensive network of comprehensive,
vocational high schools, children’s villages, settlement houses,
community centers, kindergartens, nurseries, summer camps,
day care centers, and other educational, social welfare and child-
care programs.

The Israeli Ministry of Education has designated AMIT Women
its official Reshet (network) for religious secondary technological
education.

The organization takes an active role in Jewish and Zionist
affairs; in self education and cultural activities; and in community
efforts to achieve more fully the ancient Jewish ideals of justice,
brotherhood and peace.

AMIT Women is amember organization of the American Zionist
Federation, the coordinating committee for Youth Aliyah, and the
Conference Committee of National Jewish Women's Organiza-
tions.

AMIT Women cooperates fully with the United Jewish Appeal
and actively supports the State of Israel Bond drive, the Jewish
National Fund and the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council.

B’nai B'rith
B'nai B'rith maintains the Anti-Defamation League, conducts a
public relations program on behalf of Israel, and continues to
strive for human rights and dignity . . . better employment,
housing, and educational opportunities.

B’nai B'rith Women

B'nai B'rith Women is the sole supporter of the B'nai B'rith
Women Children's Home in Israel, a modern residential treatment
center for the rehabilitation of emotionally disturbed boys. B'nai
B'rith Women combats anti-Semitism through its support of the
Anti-Defamation League; works with youth through Hillel Founda-
tions on college campuses and the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization
(BBYO); focuses on career and counseling services, community
services and human relations projects in the areas of birth defects,
the elderly and women's issues; and sponsors public affairs and
leadership training programs.

Hadassah

Hadassah is the Women'’s Zionist Organization of America. In
Israel Hadassah maintains programs for healing, teaching, and
research at the Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical Center and
the Mt. Scopus Hospital. Hadassah Israel Education Services
provide comprehensive high school and vocational programs for
the youth of Israel. Hadassah is the largest organizational contributor
to Youth Aliyah and Jewish National Fund. Hadassah sponsors
Hashachar, the largest Zionist youth movement in the United
States. Locally, Hadassah has an on-going study group, an oneg
Shabbat, workshops, and meetings of general interest during the
year.

National Council of Jewish Women

National Council of Jewish Women is the oldest major Jewish
women's organization in the United States. Founded in 1893,
NCJW is a volunteer organization dedicated to the spirit of
Judaism, advancing human welfare and the democratic way of
life. Through a coordinated program of education, community
service and advocacy, NCJW works in the Jewish and general
communities locally, nationally and internationally. NCJW pro-
grams evolve from the five National Priority Areas: women's
issues, children and youth, Israel, Jewish life and aging.
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and by helping with temple youth programs. The sisterhood
holds periodic educational meetings for its membership.

The Temple Beth El Brotherhood holds regular Sunday
morning breakfasts with interesting speakers.

CHAPELS AND CEMETERIES

Chevra Kadisha - Jewish Burial Society
Chevra Kadisha is an organized communal society that cares
forthe deceased: preparing them for burial, watching over them,
and arranging for funeral procedures, which are all sacred
religious tasks.

Abraham S. and Fanny B. Levey Chapel
(Facility maintained by the Chevra Kadisha)
471 Deering Avenue, Portland, Maine 04103

Beth El Memorial Park — Conservative
Johnson Road and Congress Street, Portland, Maine 04103

Mt. Sinai Cemetery — Orthodox
Hicks Street, Portland, Maine 04103

Smith Street Cemetery — Orthodox
Smith Street, South Portland, Maine 04106

The Smith Street Cemetery is the oldest Jewish cemetery in
Southern Maine which is still in use. Itis maintained through the
Smith Street Cemetery Trust of the Jewish Federation-
Community Council of Southern Maine.

NOTES:

Please contact the Jewish Federation office at
773-7254 for any additional information.
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