SENIOR THESIS

Mary Abromson, 1936
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PRAFACE

The material for this thesds has been drawn from
personal observation and experience pluz interviews and member-
ahiyp records/of the various erganizations and institutions
existing in the Jewish group in Lewiston-Auburn. I have

attenmpted to compile a censu$ of the Jewish population group

in lewlston-Auburn as of January 1956: to bring up to date the
secltion on "Imstitutions and Orgunizations® of THE STORY OF THR
JEWIS IN L&VISTON-AUBURY (1930), and to discugs the problems

of the second generation. I am particularly indebted to Mr.

Israel Alprenm, Mr. Bscar Goldman, Mr. I. A. ¥iller, and MNrs.

Harry Rubinoeff for their cooperation.
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Berman, T“
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Barbharn
Jaok
June

Bloom, Morrism
Annie
Goldie
—?f u..,u fian
Bornstein, Alan
iF Tachel
Borngtelin, Hymen
Darak

Beverly Blail

Tevwis
Marths
Mver
Herma e
Rosze
Budolph
Taal
Shirley

Bornstien,
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Stells
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¥erchant
AL home

Bottler
At home
Saleaamen
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1

1
H
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At home

ik
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WMerchant
At home

4

At home

Dent izt
AL home

At home
Clerk
Bookkeeper

Junk @ealer:

At home
H

Shoe Mfg.
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p
#

Oohen, Jack

Tohen, Mack L.
Beatrice

Ruth
Maxine

Cohen, Samuel
GFertrude
u‘}-'ﬂl’,’f-?‘y
Felix

Cohen, Samuel F,
Ida

Hdward 3.

Marion M.
Marion
Ruth
Dorotiny
Janat
Shepard M.

Cortell,

Davidsgon, Hyman
Fanny
Hacob

Davidson, Nalhan
Gertrude
tanley Leo
wora Giliba

Day, Harry

leanh
Dongld

Deletebsky, Myer
Rachel
Tewis
Abrahar
lawrence

Beletetsky, Nathan

Dennis, IHyman
Dennis, Nathan
Btta
Toouls

Dion, Maurice H.
Hather
Howard
Iewig Jean
Jacob

Drobvofeky, Benjamin
Bertha

Morris

¥atalie

&% Conant Ave
3

tH
"
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vl

Libbey Ave
o

21 Maln St
it
5

238 Minet Ave
i
]
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&
]
4
it
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Ttim'h S't

132 Oak St
1
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w

i
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&
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i

H
b

Auburn

i
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%
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24
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- [
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A
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N
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)

;
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Shoe ¥ig
At home
Student

Lo

Glagiey
Bookkeeper

¥erchant
At home
Dietdician
Student

iF

i

i

Pruit Veﬂder

At home
Student

Fruit Vendez
At home

Gag Stwtluﬁ
AL home
Aocount ant

Fruit Vendex

AL home
Frait Van@er
i
£

Junk Dealex

Pawnshop

HMerohant

At home
Student

Ingurance

At home
Student
"
Tailor
At home
Student
H



WAME

Epstien, gﬁlius He
'lora

Bystein, Bam

Eilis, Hax R,
lena R,
Stanley
Bllis
Hdoward

Fine, allen WM.
Pannie
Donalad

Fine, Meyer
Rose
B
Finestein, Jerry (s)

Finestein, Wolly {a)

Finkelgtien, H, lrs.
Sam
Paul

Flock, Prillip (8)

Isadore

Mex N
Hatelle
Tauda
Boberi

Fogel,

Fogelman, Mmx
Lillian

Tawrence Bruce

Fogelman, lever
Rebvecca
Frances
Bernaxd

Fradkin, Samuel A,
Alice
Elinor Jane

Friedenn, Reuben
Anna,
Graham
Geraldine
MR .
Friedler, Max H.
Anna
Gladys
Hetty
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ADDRESS

12 Sylvan Ave
#

it

56 Howe &t
H
#
2
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]
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492 lMain St
1t
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#
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H
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"
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i ]
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AGE
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25
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19
17
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10

mo

mo

COCUPATION

Merchant
At home

Pawnshoyp

Insurance
At home
Student

I+

Bhoe lfg
ALt home

Snoe Mig
At home

Shoe worker.
Bookkeeper .

A home
Olerk
Student

Wholesaler o

shne Mfig
Al honme
Student

)

erchant
AL home

Herchant
At home
Student

1

HShoe Salesma
A% home

Mansger
At home

Gleaner
At home
Student
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Friedman, MHoses L.
Hyelyn

Irving

Jogseph

Geller, Jack
Rose

Glovsky, Miriam (&)
Gold, Sem (&)

Goldberg, louls
: Becky
Isadore
Irving
Baran
Wolly

-

Marion

Goldman, Morrise
Deboran
Richard
Blaine Yyrtle
Goldman, Oscar
Eather

Goldmarn, Samuel
Fannie
Livby

Goldmaxn, Saul

Goldstein, William
Wiriam
Nagtalie-Ann

Goodman, Joseph
Btta
Robhert

Gordon, Benjamin
sally
Richard Lewis

Gordon, Mitchell
Fannie

lester

Zelda

Gottegfeld, David
Fanny
Jeanette I

-
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Leonard

Burton
FPaul

.
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ADDRESS CITY
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# 3
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Anto Parts -
At home
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#H
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Bager

At home -

Baker App.
H
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Doctor
At home
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At home

Jurnk D@aléff
AL home
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Shoe Merchar

A£ home

Keat Warket.
At home

R@ﬁtauran% .
At home :
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At home

Turrier o
Saleslady -
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At home
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Grant, Morris
Bertha
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Isaacson,

Harris
Geldie
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AL home

Salesman
At home

Salegman
AL home
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At home
At home _
Bookkeepen
Teacher s

SheetMetal:
At howme '
Dent isth
Teacher

Shbe ﬁ&fg
At home
Student

Hanager
At home
Student

Manager
At home

Junk Dealei
At home
Student

Lawyer
home

Junk Dealsd
At home
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Isaacaon, Harry
Mollie
Has
13
Goldie
Hsta
Pater

Isaacson, Peter h.
Irving
¥rancesg
Shirley

Iszaceon, Samuel
Hagie
Hatalie
Barl Myron

Kaltz, Sanuel
sars
Yaorvin J.

Kaufman, Gertrude irs.

Kominsky, Harry
Dora
Gerald

Koms, Bertha

Kogs, Joseph
Reba
delna
Herbhert
BAdward

Kushner, Sarah

Fuglansky, Sam
Annie
Bernige
Bvelyn
Muriel

Lavin, Simone
Jegsile
Annie

lehneyr, Max R.
Sarah
Erna

Lonige

Doris

4
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177 Cook &t
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26 ¥White
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]
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H
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Fruit vendei
At home '
Teacher
Clerk
Beokkeeper
SGtudent

8%

Lawyer
Student

H

1
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At home
Student

Salesman
At home .

At home

Candy Storé
At home -

At home

Shoe ¥fg

At nome

At home

Srult Vendey
At home o

Desler
AL home
Student

Heel Hfg
AL home
student
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lelansky, Josgseph P
Hella
Bdward ¥.
Arnold 4.
Lelansky, Morris
Gartrude

Lelansky, Sam H,
Plora

Annetia

Charles
Heta

Saran
Lewmpert, Josgsph H.
Bsthner
Harold
Dorris
HFrances

Levengon, Julius B.
Levin, Charles
Jogeohine
Robert

Iarael

Shama
Frances
Ids

Levin,

levin, Wolfl
Levine, William
Sophnie
HMartin George

Janice Charlotie

Lewlsg, Nathan H.
Dora
Jagon
Huth
Howard
Lifenitz, Ida Mrs.
Bamuel
Aleo
Louls
Lifghitz, Joseph
Hthel
Dorothy
Sylvia
Harold
Shepard
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At home "

Ztudent
H

Junk ﬁ@al@ri
At home :

Abte parts
At home K
Bookkeeper
student .
Bookkeaeper

Retired
At home

Jewelay
AL home
Jewelaer _
Bookkeeper:
Student

Realestate’
At home :

Junk Venderp
At home .
Bookkeeper

| T

Sdolesman

WMeat Merchal

AL home

Marohant
At home

Student
#
it

AL home
Dlerk
Usher
Student

Saleaman
AL home
St udent

i
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Lipeson, Allen

Lovettse, David
Sadlie
Henrietts

Lowit, Rudolf
i ’ Charlotte
# Paul R.
Alfred G,

Iown, Philio W.
; Léuise
Dorothy
Ann
lurie, Joseph ¥,
Gertrude
Barbara J.
Rohert M.

Mackin, Florence (s)
Pauline Ris)

Mandelstam, Max
Atta
Abe

Wargolin, Hyman

Lena

Jo8 D}.’l

mm”MOBLn, Semuel
Cella
wrices
Lawrence
Phyllis
leonard
Trving

Kanuel
Btta

W E
Masoott,

Righard Allan

Barbars

Sarl Herbert

Mageott, Walter
Wae
Lawrenge
Marshall
Robert A,

Fredrick H.

May, Charlies M.

w10

ADDRESS

03
951

Sixth St

51 Howard 5%
1t
i

Cushman Plzce
#
[

i

550 Hain St
»
H
3

12 Livby Avenue

1
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-
P
3
j—
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e
o
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e
=
o
e
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i?

69 Oonant Ave
i
i1
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#

324 Pine &%
t

G Dexter Ave

Iy AGH
Adunburn 85
L\ Wi ton 4 Y

n 43
#1 15
Aupurn 45
ki A8
1 {5
it 5
Lewiston 46
2 ;.?) i
i) 1 6
1 15
Tewiston Y
# 28
bil ,}_l
it 5
Auburn A1
" 2
Tewiston A5
w 5o
i w 5
i 53
L A '7
it 2”?
Auburn 51
i 50
it a"?
L3 :
i _‘E_ 5
i 13
H !’?
H A4
" D4
1t 9
3] 6
# 1
Lewiston 45
i 40
" 14
H ?’?'
H] 5
i1 5
"
Auburn &1
i.e %
2Wlston Public Ubrary

La Wiston, Maina

AL howme

Engineer
At home

Shoe Mfg
At home

Chemiat
At home

Bookkeaper
Stenographel

Jewaler
At home
Student

Merchant
Olerk

Salesman

Fruit andea
f;t home '
Moo, G5 e

Salesman

Student
LH

Shoe Mg
AL home

Shoe HMfg

AL home

Student
1t

H
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T A
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}l)v ol yn

'

t)‘.

ADDR

il
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4
I
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73 Pulsifer
# '
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&, T oy e g i
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)
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82
i
1
S
]
1
H
298 ¥ St
i
H
&
H

10 Drwammond
i
ii
1]

o
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#

Bt

5%

+

CIey

Auburn
W

Lediw b
it

%

n

30N
£
2

D O

S

5
5
=
2
1
1

O D bt 0

e
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sunk Dealer
At home
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hoe Daaierf
N _

Retired
AL home

Junk Dealer
At home
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ot Lewiston 49 Tailor
# 38 AL honme
H # 14 Student
B 1 1o "
LA
5 Pulsifer Ot Auburn 58 At home
L it a 1

29 Laourel Ave M =8 Glags zetter

i .
t W 26 Bookkeever

R 12 Hewbverry ot # 48 Grocop
i # 38 At Home
1 it 1.5
1 " Hi ¢ :‘i"
1 i

4w
A

Slegel, Joseph 4l Fifth 5t i 47 Fruit Vender
Bether " f 46 At home
Oharlieg n # =8 Principal
Hoge i " 25 590mhh@nef
Ieah H " 21
David H H 2O Hruit Venger
Sam n " 18
Morris i # 18

#  Silverman,

= CE o € N ey e e
559 ghon S0 Soiesman
=8 AL home
1 1 3

SGilvexman, Touls 45 Jelferezon St i 48 Yerchant
Dors t " 44 AL home

.
)
T
I
i
o
o
%
"
%

LAV

0 b

o

Fam ol

[

P

EvE §

&

bt

b ol

Silverman, LS Bradleyv 5% H a6 Merchant
“ % 22 At home
# i rj

Lilverman, 24 Showard &8t n 61 Merchant
® ” 62 A% home
i e 28 Credit

Singer, Abraho 7 Centrsl Ave " Retired

i3
:
£
e
=
LI
-3
|1

Reul estete

Singer, David G. 161 Walnut & "
Sedye ¥ "
Richard H "

Herocnant
At home

als JEteN
o D

Smolan, Ruth (s) 182 Center 8t Auburn

2
—

Sprince, Henry 33 College 8t ~Lewiston
Norma " B
Richeard " W

Physican
AL howme

3 O
o 00



WANE

Sprince,

Josenh
Jennie

Sam

Mortin
Arnolid
Donald

Sprince, Morris

o

Herbert

Stachowitz, Isasnc

i)

Steinman,

Supovita,

supovitz,

Sunovits,

Supovitz,

Bupovitz,

supovitz,

Stadhowita

BEthel

Isadors
; Jack M.
Tda
Dorig

Hinda Mrs,

Benjemin
Yrances

Bleanor Sylvis

Irving

Warren Paul

BLthel Mrs.
Abrabam
¥Mildred

Harold
Wildrad

Stanley M.

David B.
Hdwin 8.

Harry
Sarah
Stanley
Barpara
Arthur
e
roldie
Bertha
Hanuel

Morris
mdith
Beverliey

Paul Allen

Saul

Fannie
Beatrice
Buth

ADDREES OITY

25 Shawmut Ot lewiston

i W

Hi i

i H w

21 ]

1 (5
36 Micholas 8t w

it EEY

i i3
90 Shawmut 58t 5t

& ]

it it
94 Shawont 8% *

53 2

X &k
£ 38 Hinot Ave Auburn
87 Bim Bt Iewiston

W E1

£ 1t

i b4

i i}l
40 Mewberry St Auburn

H 43

2] &1
12 Newberry St W

5 ]

" w

H i

it %
76 Bradley 5t Lewision

b1} =]

i K

1] #

1 i
68 Bradley S5t i

it |11

11 5

111 EX
36 Bradley 3t "

j23 8

i H

% g

£

1% Bradley St "

1 H

L] 23

5] L5

o

AGE

75

50
50
26
19
1l

66

brd
P

w7

e

F

31
10

[t

54
=9
18
57

36

56
33

-

QCCURPATION

Merohant
At home

Yerchant
A home
atudent

Tailor
AL home
Bookkeeper

Oleaner
At home

At hioma
Hexrchant
At home
Teaoher

student
3]

At home

Merchant
Hookkeevper

Paoduge
&t home

¥Verchant
At home
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Winner, Isadore
Lillian
¥ilton

¥inner, Morris
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Jogenh
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il dealer
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Bake »
At home
Bookkeeper

Salesman
At home
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AL home

Baker

Teachery
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Problems of the Second Generstion

From the point of view of those who believe thal the

Jewigh race should maintain its identity, the out standing problem
of the gecond generation of Jews in Lewiston-Auburn is the definite
trend away from the religilon of their forefatherz. On every side
cne sees evidences of this drift, among adults and adolescents
alike, particularly in the almost indifferent acceptance of the
incressed rate of intermarviage, and the decided indifference
towgrd the synagog in tihe broadest sense. This problem is not
unigue to thne Jews of Lewiston-auburn; neither is it unigue to
tne Jews at all. But time and interest confine the scope of this
discussion to the limits of the Jewish comaunity in Lewiston-
suburn.  How iz this tendency te be accounted for? Can it be

that the second generation Jews in Lewiston~éuburn are witnout

a need fér religion? Sur@fthere must be & more fundamental

and more satisfaciory answer.

Ihe second generation Jews in Lewiston-Auburn do not
kriow the meaning of their religion. #Host of the adults nave
Lost thelr acquaintancesinip with the Hebrew Ilangusge through
diguse since thelr Hebrew and Sunday School training, if they
are fortunate enocugh to have had any. What meaning then, to
thew or to those who vweve deprived of such training in theéir
youti, of the sypagog service conducted entirely in Hebrew?

The former were virtually encouraged to cast aside religion when
they reachd 4
L the age of thirteen, the usual age foi the completion of Formal

study of tne Hebrew language, of the race higtory and religious
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leaders, for no opportunity was provided them during adolescence,
a period of tremendous mental turmoll in all fields, religlion not
excepted. They were encouraged Lo do so becauge their arouy f4iled
them, and wany of them followed this poth of least resistance.
Results are beginning to show already in the attitudes which are
belng developed in the third generation. In the case of these
wao did net have the bvenelit of formal training, a goodly number
have not had the educalicnal opportunities to equip.them forx
their own personal religious adjustment, much lesgs are they equipped
to train their children.

let us congider the second generation adolescent BNOTIE
the Jews of Lewiston-Auburn in this year of grace 1936. He has
probably attended Hebrew and Sunday School, somewhst irregularly
to be gure since the schools have not been fanctioning continuocusly
in the lust decade, but in wmost instances he has had the benefit
of some formal religous training. At the age of Lthirteen, the
age of confirmablion, the boy invariably severs his connection
witn the school, for with the formal confirmation geremony he
is recognized as & full grown man. The girl, too, if she nag
been a gtudent, usually drops oubt &t this time when so wany other
interests have a stronger imwmediate appeal. But no gsatisfactory
religious adjustment has yet been made. At the age the ghild
was formally was formally trained in religion he could not mske
an adult adjustment to his religious world.

In ochildhood, life is comparativeiy simple,
intelligernce hatv not reached maturity of develops
ment , and a very simple explenation of the world
and its problems suffices. DBul with advarnce info

adolescence, the rapid approximation to maturity,
the world of the individual expands and changes
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greatly. The simple conceptions of life which once
satigflied are no longer adequate. Yhe progress of
education brings ever new ides and interpretations.
The world for the youth is thus ever cianging rapid-
ly. He is trying to find nimself gocially and
vocationally and algo religiously. He may not call
it religious, indeed he may not kunow what it is that

is going on with him; but to the thasughful and ob-

gervent adult the groping for a working philogoshy

of life is readily perceptible. Studies of gangs,

good and bad, guided and unguided, nave revesnled that

among other contributions they give to their members

& philosophy of life. (angs would not be deing this,

especially unguided gangs, unless there were s need

end & seeking for some sort of philogo:hy, somelhing

witdl el would make the ways of life mesninsful ang supply

& principle to live by. +-

If gangs, and even unguided gans are instrumertal in
imbuing adolescents with & pirilosophy of life, then Lewiston-
Auburn might do well to have s trained leader Lo capitalize the
grouping tendency plus this seeiking for & philogophy of life.
in adolescence and direct it into socially acceptable channels.
Now when religion can and should have sigunificance in helging
them wdjust to the world about them and in shaping the course of
their lives, they receive only the orthodox point of view which
is presented to them in their homes. This they soon find they
cannot accept without wodification. No other vath is visible,
0 they cast aside religion--why not, when it hase no meaning for
them? and they find themselves on the fence, neither Jew rnor
Gentile.

A trained leader could do wmuch to help the adolescent
find himself before this happens. By comblning a certain amount
ol sogdcal activities along witn the religious, interest could
be sustained in a group of adolescents. Yew if any oppeortunities

for social intercourse between the sexes arc provided except for

kY

Le Conklin, B, 8. _:Principles of Adolescent Pgycholeogy p. 320
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occasional informal parties which usually attract only a select
few and do not reach out to those others who happened to be
born under the wrong star. This latter group have gualitieg
equally as wortny of recognition as the former, but simply have
not had the opportunity to express themselves and to show their
capablilities.

A group such as [ propose under proper leadership
would reach & large proportion of the young people of the com-
munity heiping to breazk down éhe artificial barriers between
the ecliques of the two cities, making for a greater degree of
group solidurity, and above all re-creating in them hope and faith
in the future of their race. YThe opportunities for religious and
soclal seedsd development might eventually serve to resolve
gt least Lo some extent this fundamental problem which the Jew
faces today. The drift away from his religion seems to be due
not to the fact that ib is basically unsound, bubl rather to the
fact that it is in great need of interpretation. This interprem-
tation can be presented in wmimed groups, an added factor of
advantage to a leader of adolescents. Furthermore this freer
agsociation of the sexes might serve to lessen the problem of
intermarriage, which will be discuased in a later seotion.

¥ot only is there a great need for the organization
of adolescents but, as was implied above, the same is needed
for parents, perhaps in the form of a lecture and discussion
group conbined, where they might add te their meager fund of
knowledge of theixr race, £it themselves for az more sat isfactory

adjustment to their universe and for a greater understanding

“~
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in dealing with the problems of their children. ihis sort of
thing has been attempted and has proved successful in other
denominational groups. dure)it is worth trying.

Furthermore, it seems desirable to organize the post-
adolescents, the ummarried adults. This group perhaps would
offer the greatest cbstacles, sinc@ Tor the most part one'sg
philosophy of life by the time one reaches his twenties hasg
“Gquite definitely become & part of his thinking. His social
attitudes are congiderably coiored by it. He is less plastic
than the adolescent on the one hand, and can see nro particular
immediate advantage as would the married rerson on the other
hand, who recognizes his responsibility to his children. This
group would be & challenge to a worker--a challenge worthy of a
trained leader with a keen mind.

Aside from the advantages of s purely religious nature
from such organization as is proposed, the social value would
not be negligible. Hxcept among those more popular aggressive
young people there is relatively little social intercourse. Boys
and girls do not "mix" to a very large extent. Little opportunity
is provided, unless & young man formally "dates" a girl, which is
inevitably followed By gossip in such a small community. Those
"rugged individualists! who are imwmune to such goaslp are decidedly
in the minority. The  shy, more retiring ones, have relatively
little contact with the opposite szex. Many boys soon find the
angwer to thelr problem. In a public dance hall they meet dentile
girls-~frequently of guestionable character. With these girls

3 L a‘ > +
they can come and go as they please for with little care the thing

S



can usually be kept from becoming common knowledge at least
for a while.

The Jewish girl, however, leads & more sneltered life.
Her freedom of choice in regard to companions as in other con-
cerns is considerably restricted. Whst of her? Where is she
to find the friendship and comparionship =she desirves? Jewigh
boys court Gentile giris, but Jewish girls must not be courted
be Gentile boys. Yhe psychological problems involved in this
situation are all too obvious, Freguently in order to avoid
conilict in the family and in the community the girl will come
pensate or sublimate in some way, usually in a job of some sort.
she earns her own living for a while,_becomes independent and,
&g she grows older more set in her ways and often more satisfied
with ner independence. The provliem of finding a mate grows in-
creasingly more difficult. fThe result ig that bachelor maids,
intermarriages (invariably it is a Jewish boy with a Gentile
girl) and bachelor men are sll too common. ¥No statistics are
avallable, but seemingly the marriaze rate in the ¢ommunity is
extremely low.

Concerning the problem of intermarriage in the community,
thne writer was unable to obltain very much asccurate data. It ig
known, however, that there are at Least hineteen of thege, and
that in each case it is a Jewish man with a non-Jewish girl. In
eleven cases the men involved were born and brought up in the
community, married and settle here and are more or less indgffer-
ently regarded by their families ang the community as o whole.

How the other seven couples happened to come here is not knowne-

=
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whether for business reasons, or because they were not wholly
accepted in their own communities, or a combination of both.
The nationality of the women involved seems to be predominant ly
Frencih; one is known to be Austrian, and concerning the olthers
no information is available.

Of these nineteen intermarriages, three are wholly
accepted by the Jewish community, while the others are marginal.
How great a part their acceptance or non-acceptance by one group
or the other plays in the succ;ss or failure of these marriages
it is difficult to say. As a matter of fact, to judge these
marriages at all ig difficult, for a member of the Jewish community,
ag i8 the writer, cannot without imprudance investigate such cases.,
Judging from hearsay, however, they are not successful on the
whole. The psychological problems of these marginal marriages
are innumerable~-shall they live as Jew or Gentile; if the former,
shall the wife try to learn the dietary laws and attempt to ob-
serve them within the home; will they be accepted socially; how
shall they bring up the children, and so on. It requires a high
degree of integration to adjust satisfactorily to these and to
the many other problems and conflicts which the partners of an
intermarriage must face.

There are of cdurse a few instances where the couples
have reached what seems to be an almost complete state of happiness.
Yet even among these, one husband and father is fregquently quoted
a8 having said that his wife has been a wonderful wife to him and
mother to his children, that his marriage has been a very hayppy

one--nevertheless, if he had his life to live over ggain, he would

LN
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not intermarry because of the doubtful status of the children.

Fo accurate statistics are avallable on this subject
either, but it is quite generally agreed that the rate of inter-
wmarriage nas not only increased but that it now surpasses the
general marriage rate in this Jewish Community. Granting the
fundamental assumption of this‘paper, then this is alarming.

Y0 ve sure neither the drift from the synagog nor ine-
termarriage 18 a unigue characteristic of this community or of
this day. It seems, however,ﬂthat in the organization of the
community for religious and social purposes lies one methed of
approaching these provlems. Intermarriage could not be entirely
eradicated by this means, or by any other, but possibly a decrease
in the rate might eventually be affected by arousing a greater
degree of group consciousness and solidarity through a combined
religious and social approach. %o bring the community bvack to
the synagog is not an easy task to be brough aboul in a year or
even five years. With an adequately trained leader, however,
to educate and organizae the group, seemingly over a period of
years much could be done in the community to further its best

interests.
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Supplement to "Ingtitutions and Organizations® of
THE SLOWY OF THE Jmws IW JhEUTQN AND AUBURN
by Israel Alpren and Hyman Bornstein

In relation to the institutions and organizations of the
Jews of Lewiston and Auburn in 19356, the trend seems Lo bhe toward
a greaster degree of orgavnizal ion since the gurvey of 1930. With
the increase in population of the Twin Cititeshas come a correspond-
ing increuse in membership in many of the already existing organiza-
tious, a renewed need for a meh'ﬁ club with the consgequent revival
of the B'nai Brith, and the creation of two new organizaltion for
young women, the Juniocr Hadassan and a Girl Scout Troup. Rev. Gray
of the Lewislon synagog was succeeded by Ratbi Chapman whose resig-

nation in July 1935 left the community withoult a relisious lender,

]
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the Auburn synagog of 1930 wag demolished in the Wew Auburn Fire
of May 15, 1933 and a new and larger one has been built on
laurel Avenue.

ine B'nal Brith, the purpose of which is to promote
"benevolence, brotherly love, and harw rmony? with the chief mission
of Muniting all Israel" ig recognized Loday as the outstanding
ments grouy of the community. As compared with eighteen members
in 1921 ite membership has increazsed to one hundred and twanty
since its revival in 1931 by Hr. Oscar Goldman, provinent usttorney, who
came from Boston to make his home here. The group contributes
generously to charity, takes care of the infrequent cuses of need
of one sort or another when one of their faith {be he member or non-
wmenmber of their orgunization) comes to the attention of the loeal
Bed Crosgs or sgliwilar social agency or becomes involved in the omurts.l'

1. Interview with Mr. Oscar Goldman, Ahril 1936,
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“hneir scelal affairs, wmong the wost outstanding of which

are the annual New Year's Bve formal dinner-dance asnd the annusd

Fed

show at the Mugic Hall, are ingtrumental in achileving at leasgst some

ok

degree of congeiousness of and solidarity within the ethnic Zroup.
Attendance at these affoirs is large and frequentliy representative
of the surrounding towns of Waterville, Augusta, Gardiner, Bath,
and Portlund zg well as of the Twin Citiss.

Perngps among the most laudable of the activities which
the U'nai Brith sponsors are ;:c Boy Beoub and Cub grouus, the labter
of which was the Tirst of its kind to be established in this distriet.
Under the inspiring leadership of ¥r. Oscar Goldmun and ¥r. Myer

Cantor respectively, these two groups with a total membersniy of

forty are sccomplishing much in the way of

o

naracter develooment,
creating skill in the arts and erafts, and the arousal of group

consciousness in the youths. It was o member of this Hoy Geoput

group wino during the recent New Auburn flood gave signalsg Tor

fourteen consecutive hours when all other means of communiacation
wos gevered. Lo

1934 the need for an orgonization

iy

During the winter o
of the young women over and shove the various informal cligues was
met by the creation of a chapter of the Hational Junior Hadassah
through the efforts of Mrs. Harry Seamon of fthe Senior Hadussah and
Wiss Oylvia Hupovitz., HMembersiiy is open to all Jewish young women
ol sixteen or over. To-day a totsl of forty-ome are enrolled in this
group wiich meets semi-monthly at the TLewiston and Auburn synogogues

aiternately. In order that the activities may be well-rounded, a

L. Interview with ¥Mr. Oscar roldman, April 1936,
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program commitiee altempts to plan the vearly

i
W

galender to provide

for cultural as well as social and philanthropic purposes. Book

reviews, lectures, discussions, benefit bridge partiss and the annual

v formal comprise the major achivities.

he sorvority spoken of in tha 1930 sUrvey has today risen
to a state of tremendous prestige in the opinion of the girls of
nigh school age. Its puroose is purely social and ag such gaing
its end. To belong to what is now the Slgmwa Phi Sigma Sorority is
avowedly a mark of distinction whieh every sdoiescent girl with any
degree of group consclousness,hopes to attain. The infiux of
population {rom Massachusetts has had considerable effect upon thig
group, in thal these newly arvived "sophisticates" are attempting
to dominate their small town Triends with their go~cudled "giby
ways”. The inevitable change in social attitudes and +he clothes
consciousness of the adolescent become increased problems irn such

2 group. Like the B'Nai Brith and Junior Hadassal, the sorority ig

i

3 s

£

nade up of regidents of bhoth citie
In the Fall of 1931, U¥rs. Harry Rubineff organized a

group of twelve girls into a Scout Troop,. Today there are twenty

members under the capuble leadersiip of a local school

asslsted by & college student. The scove of activities hus widened

3

“+

conmglderanle, thug making a greater appeal., Tike the Boy Hoouts it
lg an offective weans of character development and serves to arcuse
o certain amount of group consciousness. 1.

In January, 1934 Rabbi ¥orris Chapmen succeeded Rev. Gray
is the lewiston Synagos. The twenty-seven yeariold spiritual

leadey was full of enthusiasm and nigh hopes. He attempted to

kS

Lo Interview with Mrs. Hayry Rubinoff,April 1938,
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revive several old projects and to launch new ones without much

Yhe Sunday School was reorganized and effectively carrisd

on with three tezchers snd about fifty students through the school

e

year 1934-356. It hag gone aut of existence, however, since the

v
J

o o N . e ¥ o . N .
Rzbbi left the community., Be did much in the way

goedwill by attempbing to interpret the religion of his veovle in
R W i £ P e f6 £ ar

talks Lo other demominational groups in the cowmunity. In the opinion

1,

the writer, one of his most commendale endeavors waz to organiza

the young wmen and women of eighteen years of sge and over into a

e

Young People's League. Unfortunately it met witn 1ittle guccess

a fact due to the failure on the pert of the leaders to provide
a sufficlently wide range of asctivitics to interest more than g

certain few. The group, during its period of existence, wet

regulariy in the B'nai Brith hall. Pig attempt Lo instituts

e
o

egvlar Friday night services in the gynegog also met with littie
success among the members of the congreation.

dnother attempt made by the Rabbi was Lo organize late
in 19%4 & Community Council, made up of twn repregentatives from
every Jewlsh organization in Iewiston and Auburn, the purgose of
wiiich was to administer to ihe imtelleetual)religions, and
anthropic needs of the two communities. At this time, April 1936,
tne Council is dormont because of lack of leadersnip, but it

successiully sponscred a Purim Yestivel Play and also started to

complle a census of the Jewiah pooulation of Lewiston and Auburn,
A e o

iy

the first of ite kind. It was a worthwhile attempt, altho sugly the

metined was somewhat unsystemnatic and unscientific,

s

1. Interview with ¥iss Jeannette Gottesfeld., April 1935,
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Rabbi Chopman left the community in July, 1935 to further hig
education. Yo dalte, he nas had no successor, bubl o cull has been
extenced to Rabbl Hershon of asbury Park. Rabbi Hershon, who it
i believed will take up his duties in the Iewiston Synagog on

“

June 1, 1936, ig a wmiddle-gged wman of considerable 2xperience,

1
well-eguplipped to serve the community, 7
In the absence of = traiﬁed Hehrew Sehool tescher e,
1

sprince nas taken over the duties, There aore at thig time about

eipht boys who attend rep 133rlv, a8

with eilghteen during
the time Rablil Chapman wos in the community. This consideradle
drop is usoccounted for by the fact of the untrained teacher. Some
arents prefer thelr children not to attend Hebrew Sehool at 2ll
undexr the gircumslance.

In Avburn Rabbi Morris WNatbanson of the orthodox school
is 2till serving as spiritual leader bult in a new syragog, the

building which wag in exigtance

5]

t othe time of the last report
having bveen entirely demolighed in the ¥Wew Auburn fire of Way 18,
1933, With the insurance wmoney plug o loan frowm the Federal

govermpent and privete contributions a beaubiful new huilding

(_"3

wes erected on laurel Avenue which ig, as may be seen frowm the
spot map, guite centrally located. Yhrough the effdts of the
various synagog orvgunlzatlons the morigege is almost entively
paid off today.

Working with the Babbil is ¥r. Samuel Twersky who inshructs the
Hebrew School clusszes and whe with hisg wife ig in cherse of the
Sunday Sehool.  There are in Auburn fourteen Hebrew School student

and thirty in the Sunday School.

S

1. Interview with ¥r., Oscar Goldman, April 1938,
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The group have no social work agency as such, bubt the

needy ar: never reguired to apply to the city for aid, In such

roup, families or individuals requiring
1 L)

i,w_:

a relatively gma
financial assistance are usually known by neighbors and called

to the attention of either the Auburn Ladies!, Travellers' Ald
Soeiety or the B'nai Brith. If treasury funds are low, someocns
generally volunteers to go ouﬁ and collect from those who ars
known to be able and willing to give. In the case og trangients,
food wnd ledging for the night and a ticket to the next town are
provided.  Freguently men said te be regresenting some chakitable

orgenization, usually in New York or westward, come to collect

E““s
jN
I
.

Mo attempt ig made Lo cheek up on the reliability of these
or of the trangients, plain and simple, bub something, be it

ever so amall an emount, iz contributed by most of +he commanity .
The sociel work then, if it may be so culled, is 84411 o wore ov

o

less guperficial sort of thing: It consists of financial aggistance
S EAPE PN | EN . Ead - b 3‘
anoa oerisie, witnout any formal case work as such.

L. Interview with ¥Wr. T. A. Miller, Arril 19036,
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